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SUBSTITUTE SPECIFICATION 

Applicant hereby submits a substitute specification and an oath stating that the 
substitute specification does not contain any matter not included in the original 
specification. The replacement drawings, and the objections raised by the 
Examiner, necessitated extensive revisions to the original specification. For the 
purpose of clarity, and so that Examiner may better understand the method of the 
claimed invention, Applicant has appended an amended specification hereto. 
The amended specification supersedes and replaces the existing specification on 
file. 

AMENDED CLAIMS 

Applicant hereby submits the amended claims (appended hereto) to reflect the 
foregoing informalities and claim objections raised in the first office action. The 
amended claims supersede and replace the existing claims on file. 

REPLACEMENT DRAWINGS 

i 

Applicant hereby submits FIGS 1-12 as replacement drawings for FIGS 1-3. The 
replacement drawings supersede and replace the existing drawings on file. 
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I am in receipt of the first office action in the pending application. 

I have submitted a substitute specification in response to the first office action. 

I have read the contents of the substitute specification. 

I hereby declare that the attached substitute specification for pending application 
09/973,273 contains no new subject matter. 

I further declare that said substitute specification was amended for the purpose 
of clarity and to address objections the Examiner had with the original 
specification . 



Submitted this 22 nd of August, 2005: 
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COPYRIGHT NOTICE 

[0001] A portion of the disclosure of this patent document contains material that 
is subject to copyright protection. The copyright owner has no objection to the 
facsimile reproduction by anyone of the patent document or patent disclosure as 
it appears in the Patent and Trademark Office, patent file or records, but 
otherwise reserves all copyright rights whatsoever. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 
[0002] 1 . Field of the Invention 

[0003] The present invention relates generally to video-conferencing and video 
communications and applications based on the technology thereo f. More- emd 
mefe specifically, i t r el ates to an o l octronio it relates to a method of creating 
authoritative documents that verify either an identity , or a afld-signature and-or 
the contents of_adocument auth e nt i cation v i a during a -real-time^ live -stream 
videoconference exchange. 

[0004] 2. Description of the Prior Art 

[0005] It can be appreciated that methods of video-conferencing have been in 
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use for years. Typically, there exits a range of video-conference systems or video 
communication systems that utilize a variety of structures, such as telephone, 
personal computers and mounted cameras to relay live stream video, and a 
variety of methods to facilitate the live stream conference. The prior art discloses 
U.S. Pat. Nos. 6. 317.777 issued to Skarbo et al: 5.712.914 issued to Aucsmith 
etal: 5,991,276 issued to Yamamoto; 6,124,882 issued to Voois et al; 6,121,998 
issued to Voois et al; 6,128,033 issued to Friedel et al; af»d-6,037,970 issued to 
Kondo and US Patent Application Publication 2001/0002485. filed bv Bisbee et 
aLr 

r00061 The Skarbo patent discloses a document-collaboration videoconferencing 
system between a first and a second conference attendee. In one embodiment. 
the system comprises a document server, a local presenter computing system, 
and a conferencing computing system. In this embodiment, the local presenter 
computing system transfers a document to the document server over a network, 
and the first conferencing system copies such document over the network from 
the document server. The Skarbo patent does not disclose a method of creating 
authoritative documents that verify either an identity, a signature, or the contents 
of a document via a real-time, live-stream videoconference exchange. 
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f0071 The Aucsmith patent discloses method and apparatus of communicating 
information comprising providing a datum which includes a digital certificate 
containing data. The digital certificate including an extension which includes: a 
first identifier which specifies a major classification of the data: a second identifier 
which specifies a minor classification of the data: and data in a format according 
to the major classification and the minor classification, the data indicating an 
owner of the datum and a use for which the datum is intended. The certificate 
allows authentication of the certificate itself and the data contained therein, and 
the data contained in the certificate can include information allowing verification 
of the identity of the holder of the certificate. The Aucsmith patent does not 
disclose a method of creating authoritative documents that verify either an 
identity, a signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference exchange. 

fQQQS J f00081 The Yamamoto patent depic ted isc loses a multipoint 
videoconference system which delivers video and voice information along with 
various types of material data to realize a more realistic teleconferencing 
environment. The system comprises a plurality of videoconference terminals, a 
videoconference server, and a videoconference administration server. The 
videoconference administration server controls network connections between the 
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videoconference server and the videoconference terminals. The Yamamoto 
patent does not depie tdisclose a method of creating authoritative documents that 
verify either an identity, a signature, or a the contents of a document via a real- 
time, live-stream videoconference exchange. 

QOG7JJ0009] The Vois U.S. Pat. No. 6,124,882 depietsdisdoses a videophone 
device that utilizes a programmable processor circuit capable of communicating 
over a conventional communications channel, such as a POTS line, and of 
generating video data for display on a television set. The device includes a video 
source, an interface circuit, including a modem transmitting and receiving video 
and audio data over the channel; a circuit for storing a program to control the 
videophone apparatus; and a display driver circuit for generating video data to 
the display. The Vois U.S. Pat. No. 6,124,882 does not depietdisclose a m e thod 
and system of i dentity and signature and document authont i cat i on via a "roa l 
t i me" li vo stream v i doo conforonco format. 

a method of creating authoritative documents that verify either an identity, a 
signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference exchange. 
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{0008J-[00101TheVoisU.S. Pat. No. 6,121,998 deeiets discloses a 
programmable video/general-purpose processor capable of readily updating 
program-related data. The processor includes a first circuit section used to 
process data for videoconferencing and to detect codes data used for revising 
software-relate data provided from a remote location, and a second circuit 

section used for executing the executable program data stored in the second 
memory circuit. A volatile memory circuit is coupled to and accessed by the 
programmable video/general-purpose processor, and is used for storing the 
revision data until it is validated. The non-volatile memory circuit is then used by 
the processor in a subsequent video-related application, such as a 
videoconferencing application or a web browser application. The Vois patent 
does not depie tdisclose- a method of creating authoritative documents that verify 
either an identity, a signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live- 
stream videoconference exchange. 

a method and oyot o m of i dent i ty and s i gnature and docum e nt auth e nt i cation v i a a 
"r e a l t i mo" livo otroam v i doo conf e ronco format. 

{0009JJ0011J The Friedel patent deptetsdisdoses an audiovisual communications 
terminal apparatus that is adapted for interconnection to at least one other 
audiovisual communications terminal apparatus by a communications medium to 
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form an audiovisual teleconferencing network. The audiovisual communications 
terminal apparatus includes an interface device, producing and transmitting 
means, and receiving and broadcasting means. The interface device operates to 
condition input audiovisual signals received from the other audiovisual 
communications terminal apparatus and to condition output audiovisual signals 
for processing by the other audiovisual communication terminal apparatus. The 
receiving an broadcasting means receive the input audiovisual signals from the 
interface device and broadcast the received input audiovisual signals thereby 

creating an audiovisual teleconference between two users so that the users can 
both see and hear each other. The Friedel patent does not depietdisdose a 
method of creating authoritative documents that verify either an identity, a 
signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference exchange. 

a method and system of i d e nt i ty and s i gnatur e an document authent i cat i on v i a a 
"rea l t i mo" v i deo conf e r e nc e format. 

[0010] [00121 The Kondo patent deplete d iscloses a videoconference system that 
conducts a videoconference among a plurality of communication centers which 
are connected by a communication line. Each communication center includes: 
display devices for displaying images from the other communication centers 
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participating in the videoconference; speaker devices for outputting voices from 
the other communication centers participating in the videoconference; camera 
devices disposed at positions corresponding to the display devices, for imaging 
participants in the videoconference; microphone devices disposed at positions 
corresponding to the display devices, for capturing voices from the participants; 
and a transmitter/receiver transmitting output signals from the camera devices 
and output signals from the microphone devices to the other communication 
centers, and receiving output signals from the camera devices and output signals 
from the microphone devices of the other communication centers, the 
transmitter/receiver for supplying the output signals from the camera devices and 

the output signals from the microphone devices of the other communication 
centers to the display devices and the speaker devices corresponding to the 
camera devices and the microphone devices. The Kondo patent does not 
de&te tdisclose a method of creating authoritative documents that verify either an 
identity, a signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference exchange, a m e thod and syst e m of i d e nt i ty and s i gnatur e and 
docum e nt auth e nt i cation v i a a "r e a l tim e " li v e str e am v i d e o conf e r e nc e format. 
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F00131 The Bisbee Publication (pending application) discloses a method of 
handling stored electronic original objects that have been created by signing 
information objects by respective transfer agents, submitting signed information 
objects to a trusted custodial utility, validating the submitted signed information 
objects by at least testing the integrity of the contents of each signed information 
object and the validity of the signature of the respective transfer agent, and 
applying to each validated information object a date-time stamp and a digital 
signature and authentication certificate of the trusted custodial utility. The Bisbee 
patent does not disclose a method of creating authoritative documents that verify 
either an identity, a signature, or the contents of a document via a real-time, live- 
stream videoconference exchange. 

[0011] Tho above methods hav o boon w i de l y used i n th e commorc i a l 
marketplace i n various business praot i cooFor e xample, found i n the marketp l ace 
ar e business e s that ut ili z e l iv e str e am vid e o conf e r e nc i ng to fac ili tat e c e rta i n 
communicat i on based transact i ons betwe e n part i es that aro geograph i ca ll y 
r e mot e . Th e r e s e arch d i sc l oses pract i ces that ut il iz e v i d e o conf e r e nc i ng to 
fac i l i tate transact i ons such as "r e mot e arra i gnm e nt" wh e r e by li v e str e am v i deo 
conn e cts judicia l ag e nc ie s (courts) to p e na l i nst i tut i ons (wh e r e th e pr i soner 
r e s i d e s), th e reby enab li ng th e part ie s to conduct cr i m i na l arra i gnm e nts from 
remot e l ocat i ons. 

[0012] L i kewise, tho r e s e arch d i scloses pract i ces that ut ili ze v i doo conforonc i ng 
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to faci l itat e transact i ons such as "romoto education" whoroby educat i onal 
facil i ties (the phys i ca l classroom) broadcast the i r l octuros to remot e locat i ons 
(one's te l ev i sion sot or desktop computer) v i a li ve stream v i deo. [0013] [0014] The 
prior art and prevailing business practices clearly illustrate the usefulness and 
many benefits o f syst e ms an m e thods of v i dooconforonco using videoconference 
methods and 

applications thereof as a means to unite geographically remote parties and to 
exchange data among the parties . Groat amounts of time and mon e y are saved 
by un i t i ng geograph i cal l y romoto i nd i v i dua l s. Businesses, govornmonta l 
agenc i es, consumers, students, an the l ike b e nefit from bo i ng ab l e to br i dge the 
d i stance between geograph i ca ll y romoto part i es. . While the prior art discloses 
very useful means and benefits, ex i sting methods, wh il e jo i n i ng the romoto 
part i es dur i ng the l ive v i dooconforonoo. the prior art fa il to fac il itate part i cular 
transact i ons does not disclose a method whereby d uring the videoconference 
s i gnature authent i cat i on, i dentity authent i cat i on or docu an authoritative document 
is created that verif ies either an identity, or a signature, or the contents of a 
document, or a combination thereof. 

[0014] Th e method of the present i nvent i on functions to facil i tate any of tho 
foregoing requests s i ngu l arly, or al l of the requests s i mu l taneous l y. That i s: tho 
present i nvention ma capture a s i gnature, a photograph, biometr i o data or other 
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formo of o l octron i o data and croato an authont i catod o l octron i o documont uo i ng 
sa i d data i nput. To put i nto context: partioo that aro not fam il iar w i th ono another 
may havo a nood to authont i cato tho ident i ty of tho romoto party with whom thoy 
v i dooconfcronco with. For oxamp l o, two geograph i ca l ly dioporsod partioo w i oh to 
ex e cut e a s i ngle documont to conclude a tranoaction: such as tho oalo and 
subsequ e nt purchase of property. Tho commercia l transaction of tho transfer of 
the real estate property is dopondont on verify i ng tho identity of a party to tho 
vidooconforonco, and obta i ning tho respect i ve signatures of tho part i es. 
Methods of signature/ i dentity authenticat i on may i nc l ude, but aro not l imited to, 
e l ectron i c o i gnaturo capture, b i omotr i o data capture, photograph capture, or 
el ectron i c data capture during a live v i dooconforonco exchange. Tho commerc i a l 
r e al estate transaction i nvo l ves tho geograph i cally romoto part i es each 
i ndividua ll y, nonethe l ess s i multanoous l y, sign i ng a s i ngle o l octron i o documont 
necessary to conc l ude tho transact i on, such as a promissory noto. Upon the 
r e spective o l ootron i c data i nput from tho geograph i cal l y romoto part i es, such 
r e spect i ve o l octronio data i nput from each party i s verif i ed, and fused i n a sing l e, 
authont i catod electronic documont. 

[0015] Tho pr i or art fa i ls to disclose any v i deoconforcnc e method whereby 
s i gnature authent i cat i on or ident i ty authentication may bo conducted during tho 
v i dooconforonco. Tho pr i or art fails to d i sclose any vidooconforonco method 
whoroby oloctron i o data may bo captured and i nput during tho v i deo conforonco. 
Th e prior art fa il s to d i sc l ose an vidooconforonco method whereby tho rospoot i vo 
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e lootronio data i nput from any party is ver i fied, and fuood in a o i ng l o, 
authont i catod o l ootron i o dooumont. 

[0016] Tho ma i n prob l om w i th conventional r e a l t i mo v i deo conforono i ng mothodo 
i s that nono of tho ox i st i ng oyotomo or applioat i ono inoorporato a oystom, method 
or prooooo of o l ootron i o identity authent i cat i on of tho geograph i cal l y remote 
indiv i duals to tho vid e ooonforonoo. 

[0017] Another main prob l om w i th conventiona l real t i mo v i deo conforono i ng 
mothodo io that nono of tho ox i ot i ng cyotomo or app l ioat i ono i noorporato a 
syotom, method or procoso of olootron i o o i gnaturo authent i cation of tho 
geographically romoto i ndividuals to tho v i deooonforonoo. 

[0018] Another prob l om w i th oonvontiona l roa l timo v i deo conforonoing mothodo 
i s that nono of tho ox i ot i ng oyotomo or app li cat i ons incorporato a oystom, method 
or prooooo of olootron i o documont authent i cat i on ao part of tho transact i on by tho 
g e ographica ll y romoto i ndividua l s to tho v i deooonforonoo. 

[0010] Another prob l om w i th oonvont i ona l real timo video conforonoing mothodo 
i s that nono of tho oxioting oyotomo or app li cations i ncorporato a oystom, method 
or prooooo of olootron i o authent i cation of one's i dentity, oignaturo and tho 
dooumonto simultanoously of tho geograph i cally remote i nd i v i dua l s to tho 
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v i d e oconferonoo. 

[0020] Another prob l em w i th conventiona l roal t i mo v i doo conferenc i ng mothods 
i s that nono of the ex i st i ng oyotcms or app l icat i ono i ncorporate a system, method 
or process of o l ootronic authenticat i on of one's i dentity, signature or documents 
utiliz i ng b i omotr i c data that is convoyed dur i ng the v i doo conference. 

[0021] Wh il e the prior art dev i ces and mothods may bo su i tab l e for tho particu l ar 
purpose to which thoy address, thoy aro not su i table for roa l t i mo, li vo stream 
e l ectron i c authent i cat i on of an i dent i ty, a s i gnature, or real t i mo l i ve stream 
electronic document creat i on and authent i cation; whether tho said identity, 
s i gnature, or e l ectronic documont is authenticat e d i nd i v i dua ll y or i n conjunction 
w i th at least one other ver i f i cation request. 

[0015] The main problem with conventional real-time, live-stream 
videoconf erencing methods is that none of the existing systems or applications 
incorporate a system, method or process, w hereby an identity, or a signature, or 
the conten ts of a document is verified during the videoconference i 

[0016 1 Another problem with conventional real-time, live-stream 
videoconfe rencing methods is that none of the existing systems or applications 
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incorporate a system, method or process whereby biometric data is input during 
the videoconference to verify an identity, or a signature, or the contents of a 
document. 

f00171 Another prob lem with conventional real-time, live-stream 
videoconferencing met hods is that none of the existing systems or applications 
incorporate a system, method or process whereby a signature mav be notarized 
bv a notary public during the videoconference. 

[QQ18] Another pr oblem with conventional real-time, live-stream 

videoconferencing met hods is that none of the existing systems or applications 
incorporate a system, method or process whereby a client mav tender a service 
reouest for videoconfe rence verification from a remote location using the Internet. 

f00191 Another probl em with conventional real-time, live-stream 
videoconferencing me thods is that none of the existing systems or applications 
incorporate a system, method or process whereby an authoritative document is 
created and issued during the videoconference. 

[00201 An object of t he present invention is to provide a method of real-time. 
live-stream videoconfe rence. whereby an identity, or a signature, or the contents 
of a document is verified during the videoconference 
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f0021l An object of t he present invention is to provide a method of real-time. 
live-stream videoconfer ence. whereby an authoritative document is created and 
issued during the videoconference 

f00221 An object of th e present invention is to provide a method of real-time, 
live-stream videoconfe rence whereby a client may request that a notary public 
notarize an electronic document during the videoconference. 

f00231 An object of th e present invention is to provide a method of real-time, live- 
stream videoconferenc e, whereby authoritative documents enable electronic 
commerce transaction s; particularly transactions that involve sensitive data or 
high value transactions. 

[0024] In these respects, the method of el octron i o identity, or signature, or 
document authentication via a real-time, live-stream videoconference exchango, 
according to tho prooont i nvent i on substantially departs from the conventional 
concepts and designs of the prior art and i n so do i ng provides an apparatus a 
method primarily developed for the purpose of verifying an identity, or a 
signature, or a document oloctronio method of identity and s i gnature and 
document creat i on and authenticat i on via a real-time, live-stream 
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videoconference e xchang e . 
SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0023] [00251 The general purpose of the present invention, which will be 
described subsequently in greater detail, is to provide a new method of-_real z 
time , live-stream - video-conference wherein the a client may request verification 
of an identity (identity being an individual), a signature (signature belonging to an 
individual), or the contents of a document (document being either hard-copy or 
electronic), and whereby an authoritative document is created (the authoritative 
document ("A. P.") is either a hard copy document or electronic record or both). 

for oloctron i c i dent i ty and signature authent i cat i on, and for e l e ctronic document 
cr e at i on and authent i cat i on, that the v i deo conferencing, e i ther alone or i n any 
comb i nat i on thereof. 

tQQ241 f00261 The method of the p resent invention incorporates a var i ety of 
applications and technology that in conjunction are can bo used to authenticate a 
p e rsona l an individual's identity, ora signature, or an ele ctron i c ^ .document, 
e i ther singu l ar l y or simu l taneous l y, during a rea l tim e , real-time, live-stream 
videoconference . The purpose of the present invention is to create and issue a n 
authoritative document ("A. P.") using data input during the videoconference. 
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f002 71 Briefly, the method of the present invention discloses a client requesting 
authentication services of either an identity, or a signature, or a document from 
an independent third party provider herein referred to as the " Video Verification 
Service Center ("WSC"). In the preferred embodiment of the present invention. 
the client is governmental aoencv. such as the DMV. the United States Passport 
Office, an administrative agency (social security, medi-care. etcV or the United 
States Postal Service. 

[0028] Governmental agencies are dependent on verifying the identity of whom 
they provide services to. whether it be a driver's license, passport, or healthcare 
benefits. Likewise, governmental agencies are dependent on verifying the 
identity of those thev employ for security purposes. Said governmental agencies 
traditionally are ill-eouipped to create and issue identification documents, thereby 
necessitating a need to contract such work to a third party, or to deal with a back- 
log of service reouests. creating greater inefficiency and delays in time. Said 

governmental agencies traditionally are ill-eouipped to create and issue 
identification documents, thereby necessitating a need to contract such work to a 
third party, or to deal with a back-log of service requests, creating greater 
inefficiency and delays in time. 
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F002 81 In the preferred embodiment of the present invention, the client tenders a 
request for identity verification of an individual. The client could be either a public 
entity (governmental agency (G.A.)) or a private entity (private party (P.P.)). In 
the case of the former, the client (GA) would reouest that an individual visit a 
WSC for the purpose of authenticating said individual's identity (for the purpose 
of clarity, the reouesting party, i.e. placing the service reguest with the WSC is 
referred to as "Client", and the individual whose identity is verified is referred to 
as the "Customer" ). 

f002 91 The customer would be required to provide identifying criteria, at least 
one of a group of an official government identification document (identify 
document) , or a fingerprint, or a signature, or a photograph, or a retinal scan, or a 
voice print or electronic data such as a password or a code (collectively referred 
to as the "Identity Criteria"). 

r003 01 The identifying criteria are determined bv the requesting party, the client. 
The WSC verifies the authenticity of the identify criteria provided bv the 
customer. The WSC establishes a real-time, live-stream videoconference with 

the client, whereby the client may witness t he verification of the customer. The 
client may also participate in the videoconference by providing identity criteria Jf 
necessary. 
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[0031 1 Upon verifying the identity of the customer, according to the identity 
criteria established bv the client, the WSC creates an authoritative document 
(A.D.) that contains the identify criteria. In the preferred embodiment, t he 
authoritative document typically will take the form of an identity card that contains 
identity criteria provided the customer such as a n identity document (drivers 
license or a passport) , signature, fingerprint, and a photograph . Typically, a copy 
of the aut horitative document is sent to the client for archive and the original AD 
is issued to the customer. Alternatively, the client mav reouest that the identity 
card (AD) be issued to a designated third party other than the individual. The A.D 
may also comprise an electronic document, or an electronic record, that is stored 
in a hard copy device such as a disc or chip. 

[0032 1 With respect to aforementioned process, the method of the present 
invention is further capable of creating identity cards (authoritative documents) 
for the private sector (private party), such as airlines and banks using the 
method disclosed above. 

f0033 1 In another embodiment of the present invention, the client (public or 
private: G.A. or P.P.) reouests verification of an individual's signature, the 
signature verification mav include notarization for transactions reouired to have 
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the force of law (e.g. the transfer of real property), or where the client chooses to 
have a notary public witness and authenticate the transaction. Per the method of 
the preferred embodiment, the client tenders a request to the WSC for signature 
verification , and notarization, if required. The identify criteria are determined bv 
the requesting party, the client. The WSC verifies the authenticity of the identify 
criteria provided bv the customer. The WSC establishes a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference with the client, whereby the client may witness the 
a uthentication process of the customer's signature and notarization of said 
signature, and where the client may participate in the videoconference jf 
necessary. 

[00341 T he electronic document signed by the customer or the client (if required) 
may be either downloaded from an electronic document repository maintained bv 
the WSC. or p rovided by the client and uploaded t o the WSC host computer 
system. 

[00351 Upon verifying the signature of the customer, according to the identity 
criteria established bv the client, the WSC creates the authoritative document 

(A.D.). The A.D. contains the identify criteria along with the signed, notarized, 
document. Typically, the authoritative document is sent to the client are copies 
are issued third parties as identified bv the client. 
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[Q036L In another embodiment , the client and the customer facilitate an 
authentication transaction by accessing a website maintained by the inventive 
device (WSC website) . The client tenders a request for services using the 
website accessible via the Interne t. The reguest for services may comprise any 
of the v ideoconference verification processes disclosed above : identity, or 
signature, or document authentication. 

f0037 1 As a priori to use verification services via the website, the client and 
customer must be registered with the WSC. Registration entails providing the 
WSC with identity criteria, as determined bv the client /customer ( each of whom 
elects which of the group of identity criteria to register with the WSC. T he 
identity criteria is retained on file with the WSC in the form of a registration 
account for future verification reguests by the client which are processed through 
the website (as opposed to an independent WSC). 



f00381 In the method of a website verification request, t he WSC verifies the 
authenticity of the identifying criteria provided bv the customer for the client 
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during the videoconference, by matching the identity criteria input with the 
registration account. 

F0039 1 Upon completion of the web site service reouest. the WSC creates an 
authoritative document that contains the identifying criteria reouested to fulfill the 
service reques t. Typically, the authoritative document is issued to the client. 
Alternatively, the client mav request that the authoritative document be issued to 
a designated third party, either the customer, or another party, such as a bank, 
lawyer, or other interested party to the transaction. 

[0040] There has thus been outlined, rather broadly, the more important features 
and objectives of the invention in order that the detailed description thereof may 
be better understood, and in order that the present contribution to the art may be 
better appreciated. There are additional features of the invention that will be 
described hereinafter. 

[0041] Other objects and advantages of the present invention will become 
obvious to the reader and it is intended that these objects and advantages are 
within the scope of the present invention. In this respect, before explaining at 
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least one embodiment of the invention in detail, it is to be understood that the 
invention is not limited in its application to the details of construction and to the 
arrangements of the components set forth in the following description or 
illustrated in the drawings. The invention is capable of other embodiments and of 
being practiced and carried out in various ways. Also, it is to be understood that 
the phraseology and terminology employed herein are for the purpose of the 
description and should not be regarded as limiting. 

[0042] To the accomplishment of the above and related objects, this invention 
may be embodied in the form illustrated in the accompanying drawings, attention 
being called to the fact, however, that the drawings are illustrative only, and that 
changes may be made in the specific construction illustrated. 



-22- 



Application No. 09/973,273 
Substitute Specification 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

[0043] Various other objects, features and attendant advantages of the present 
invention will become fully appreciated as the same becomes better understood 
when considered in conjunction with the accompanying drawings, in which like 
reference characters designate the same or similar parts throughout the several 
views, and wherein: 

[0044] FIG. 1 discloses a method for identity verification. The distinction between 
the "public" and "private" domain is whether the service request involves a 
government/regulatory entity (Governmental Agency/ G.A.) or a private party 
(Private). The former designation being deemed a "public" process whereby the 
signature or identity authentication is for the purpose of creating a government or 
a regulatory based identity document. The latter designation being deemed a 
"private" process whereby identity authentication is for the purpose of a 
commercial transaction. 

[0045] FIG. 1A discloses the method of identity criteria input by a customer. 
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[0046] FIG. 2 discloses the method of a public client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary, and whereby the 
WSC downloads a document from the WSC electronic document repository. 

[0047] FIG. 2A discloses the method of a private client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary, and whereby the 
WSC downloads a document from the WSC electronic document repository. 

[0048] FIG. 2B discloses the method of a public client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary and whereby the 
WSC uploads a document into the WSC electronic document repository to 
enable the service request. 

[0049] FIG. 2C discloses the method of a private client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary, and whereby the 
WSC uploads a document into the WSC electronic document repository to 
enable the service request. 

[0050] FIG. 3 discloses the method of a private client service request for identity, 
or signature, or document verification utilizing the WSC website. 
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[0051] FIG. 3A discloses the method of a public client service request for 
identity, or signature, or document verification utilizing the WSC website. 

[0052] FIG. 3B discloses the method of a private client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary, via the WSC website, 
and whereby the client downloads a document from the WSC electronic 
document repository to enable the service request. 

[0053] FIG. 3C discloses the method of a private client service request for 
signature verification utilizing a notary public, if necessary, via the WSC website, 
and whereby the client uploads a document into the WSC electronic document 
repository to enable the service request. 

[0054] FIG. 3D discloses the method of a private client registration request to 
use the services offered via the WSC website, and whereby the client inputs the 
identity criteria to establish the client registration account. 

[0055] FIG. 3E discloses the method of a public client registration request to 
use the services offered via the WSC website, and whereby the client inputs the 
identity criteria to establish the client registration account. 

[0056] The drawings are intended to provide an over-view of the processes of the 
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present invention. There exist various technological applications by which the 
objectives of the present invention can be realized. The various means or 
methods by which authentication shall be established are specifically set forth in 
the embodiment of the invention as put forth below. 



DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED EMBODIMENT 



f0057 1 The advent of conducting business through an increasingly borderless e- 
commerce world has resulted in new and novel ways for geographically remote 
parties to communicate and conduct business. As the foregoing summary clearly 
illustrates, the present invention has the potential to facilitate transactions where 
the parties are in different cities, states or even countries. For example, an 
American traveler who loses a passport in India may find a WSC in India and 
have the US passport office create and issue a new passport from Pes Moines. 
Iowa, without the wait, expense or inconvenience of traditional channels. The 
present invention seeks to unite geographically remote parties via a 
videoconference to enable the parties to conduct a variety of business 
transactions that once reouired physical proximity of the parties: said 
transactions are disclosed below and depicted in the drawings. 
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f0058 1 The method of the present invention functions to make possible three 
primary client service requests using a videoconference: 

(\) To verify the identity of an individual and provide documentation 

thereof in the form of an authoritative document: or 
(ii) To verify th e signature of an individual and provide documentation 

thereof in the form of an authoritative document: or 
(Hi) To verify the contents of a document and provide documentation 
thereof in the form of an authoritative document. 

f00591 DEFINITIONS 

[00651 Given the possible breadth of the present invention's potential, it is to be 
understood that the following terms as used anywhere in the application herein 
shall be construed to have the following meanings and functions: 

r0060 1 Video Verification Service Center (WSC) 

[0061 1 The WSC is a physical structure, a place of business, where either a 
client or a customer can oo to process a service reouest. The WSC is staffed bv 
WSC em ployees and is eouipped with the infrastructure to enable the service 
reouests. as disclosed herein. T he WSC enables the service request tendered 
by the client and coordinates the schedule of the parties to the videoconference. 
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[0062] The WSC establishes the time and date and locations for the real-time, 
live-stream videoconference between the client and customer(s). All parties to 
the videoconference receive a confirmation prior to the videoconference via 
electronic mail or other forms of messaging, such as t ext, or mail or telephone- 
informing said parties of the time, date and location of the videoconference. The 
parties are advised of the contents of the service request, and the necessary 
identity criteria that must be provided during the videoconference. The WSC 
enables and manages the services reguested bv the client: irrespective of the 
different location of the client and customer. The WSC provid es the necessary 
infrastructure and applications for the videoconference. t he service request, and 
to create the finalized authoritative document. 

r00631 Video Verification Service Center Website (WSC website) 
[0064]_ln the preferred embodiment, the WSC website is accessible via the 
Internet. The WSC website provides the service reouests disclosed herein : 
identity, or signature, or document verification . The WSC website enables a 
client or a customer to access authentication services from a local computer 
system (e.g. their home or office), without having to physically visit a WSC. 

[0065] The WSC website establishes the time and date and locations for the 
real-time, live-stream videoconference between the client and customer(s). All 
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parties to the videoconference receive a confirmation prior to the 
videoconference via electronic mail or other forms of messaging, such as t ext, or 
mail or telephone, informing said parties of the time, date and location of the 
videoconference. The parties are advised of the contents of the service request, 
and the necessary identity criteria that must be provided during the website 
videoconference. The WSC enables and manages the services requested bv 
the client: irrespective of the d ifferent location of the client and customer. The 
WSC provide s the necessary infrastructure and applications for the website 
videoconference. the service request, and t o create the finalized authoritative 
document. 

f0066 1 Service Request or Reouest for Services 

r006 71 A service reouest. or reouest for services: used interchangeably, mean a 
reguest from a client for anv of the foregoing services from the WSC or the 
WSC website. Specifically : identity verification, or signature verification, or 
document verification, or anv combination thereof. Irrespective of the client's 
service reouest. it is processed in the context of a real-time, live-stream 
videoconference. A client may tender a single service request, or multiple 
service requests, to be fulfilled in the course of the videoconference. 

r006 8 1 Client and Customer 
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f0069 1 A client is the individual tendering the service request to the WSC or the 
WSC website. A customer is the individual whose identity, or signature, or 
documen ts are being verified. In some transactions, a client may also request 
that the client's identity, or client's signature, or client's document be 
authenticated during the videoconference. along with the customer's. Bv wav of 
example, a client and a customer mav wish to verify the identity and signature of 
one anoth er to conclude a commercial transaction, such as the purchase of real 
estate, during the videoconference. In this instance, each party would input 
identifying criteria to be authenticated bv the WSC. It is to be understood that 
there may be multiple clients, or customers involved in a single videoconference. 
Collectively, the group of individuals participating in the videoconference are 
referred to as "the Parties". 

r0070 1 Governmental Agency (Public) and Private Party (Private! 
f0071 1 A distinction is made between the type of client tendering a service 
reouest. A public client is deemed to be a governmental agency (G.A.) such as 
the D.M.V. or the USPS, and a private party is deemed to be an individual or 
business from the private sector. 
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r0072 1 Identifying Criteria or I.D. Criteria 

r0073 1 Identifying criteria, or I.D. criteria: used interchangeably, comprise the 
data input that was used to authenticate either an identity, a signature, or a 
document . Likewise, identifying criteria is used to create the authoritative 
document. The identifying criteria f or an individual is at least one of a group of: 
a signatur e, a fingerprint, a retina scan, a voiceprint. a hard copy identity 
document, a photograph, or a password/ code. T he identifying criteria for a 
corporate entity is at least one of a group of Depending on the service request, a 
client mav select anv combination of the I.D. criteria to authenticate the 
customer, and any combination of the I.D. criteria to create the authoritative 
document. The identifying criteria of a public entity include at least one of a group 
of a hard-copy identit y document 46. a password/ code 49. a signature 50. proof 
of executive identitv/authoritv. a corporation number 232. or a photograph 52. 

r00741 Verification or Authentication 

f0075 1 Verification, or authentication (and variations on the verb thereof), are 
used interc hangeably, and mean the process whereby either an identity, or a 
signature, or a document is verified (or authenticated) in accordance with the 
client's service request. 
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[0076 1 Authoritative Document (A.D.) 

[0077 1 The authoritative document contains the identity criteria information 
requested by the client in the service request. Depending on the service request, 
the resulting authoritative document is comprised of at least one of the following 
group: a signature, a fingerprint, a retina scan, a voiceprint. a hard copy identity 
document, a photograph, or a password/ code. The authoritative document is 
created during the real-time, live-stream videoconference. The authoritative 
document is issued during the real-time, live-stream videoconference. In the 
preferred embodiment, the authoritative document is issued in the form of an 
identity card such as a passport or drivers license. The authoritative document 
can also be issued as an electronic document or electronic code that is stored in 
a hardware device, such as a disc or chip. Regardless of the form of the 
authoritative document, each authoritative document is encrypted with the I.D. 
criteria input and secured with a time and date stamp. 

[007 81 Videoconference or Webconference 

f0079 1 The term videoconference or webconference means a real-time, live- 
stream video-communication between the parties . The present invention may 
use various videoconference technolog ies and applications thereof, but all are 
premised on the fact that it is a real time, live stream transaction between the 
parties that are remote in location The videoconference enables the exchange of 
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visual and audio communication between the parties, in addition to enabling the 
transaction of the service request. 

f008 0 1 Document 

[0081 1 An electronic document is used in the method of the present invention. 
The function of the electronic document repository is to fulfill the client service 
request. The electronic document may comprise audio, video, graphic, biometric. 
or text data. A client mav elect to download an electronic document from an 
electronic document repository maintained by the present invention. Alternatively, 
a client mav elect to upload an electronic document to enable the client service 
request. The WSC electronic document repository contains a library of 
electronic documents typically used in public and private party transactions: 
Oaths, promissory notes, deeds, etc.. It is to be understood, that reference to a 
document means an electronic document, except where qualified as a hard copy 
document. 

f008 2 1 Electronic Signature Capture Device 

f008 3 1 An electronic signature capture device is used in the method of the 
present invention. The electronic signature capture device captures the electronic 
signatures of the parties to the transaction. The electronic signature capture 
device is capable of assigning digital code, or a graphic image, or both to the 
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authoritative document. The graphical representation depicts the actual hand- 
written signature of the signatory. 

F00841 Signature 

The term signature shall be construed to mean any form of electronic signature, 
including at least one of the group of a graphical hand written representation, a 
digital certificate, a password, or other electronic data input qualified to constitute 
a signature. 

[008 5 1 Notary Public and Notarization 

[0086 1 The term notary public and notarization means the process of 
authenticating a electronic document by a live, human - being commissioned 
notary public. The notary public notarizes the document in accordance with the 
law. 

[0087 1 Electronic Notary Device 

[0088 1 An electronic notary device is used for the method of the present 
invention. The electronic notary device provides a method of electronic 
notarization to verify a signature or an individual or the contents of a document. 
An electronic notary stamp is affixed to a document in one of two ways: by 
manually imprinting the notary seal using the electronic signature capture device 



-34- 



Application No. 09/973,273 
Substitute Specification 

pad, or. alternatively, bv utilizing an electronic device that is encrypted with the 
equivalent of the notary's stamp in the form of source code which embeds the 
notary code in the authoritative document. 

APPLICATIONS OF THE PRESENT INVENTION 

[0089] 1 . Identity Authentication Using a WSC (Figs 1-1 A) 

[0090] _2. Signature Authentication Using a WSC (Figs2-2C) 

[0091 ]_ 3. Identity or Signature Authentication Using a WSC Website (Figs 3-3E) 

[0092]_ Turning now-to the drawings, in which similar reference characters 
denote similar elements throughout the several views, the attached figures 
illustrate a method of identity and signature and document authentication, the 
process of which is comprised of the following steps: 

handpr i nt, a vo i oo print, a rotina pr i nt, an o l ootronio o i gnaturo, a manua l 
signature, sourooo of DNA roduoib l o to olootronio code and persona l i nformat i on 
i n tho form of oloctron i c input: ouch as he i ght, we i ght, color, shapo and s i zo. 

[0181] E l ectron i c Data: Tho torm "olootron i o data" sha ll bo oonotruod to moan 
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any form of e l ectronic data input, i ncluding but not l imited to: an e l ectron i c 
signature, b i omotr i c data, source code, passwordo, graphics, aud i o and other 
such electron i c data. 

[0186] W i th rospoot to the above descr i pt i on then, it is to bo realized that the 
opt i mum d i mens i ona l re l ationsh i ps for the parts of the i nvent i on, to i noludo 
var i at i ons i n s i ze, mat e r i a l s, shape, form, function and manner of operat i on, 
assembly and use, are doomed read il y apparent and obv i ous to one sk ill ed i n the 
art, and a ll equ i va l ent re l ationsh i ps to those ill ustrated i n the drawings and 
d e scr i bed in the spec i f i cation ar e i ntended to bo encompassed by the present 
invont i on. r0093 1 Figures 1-1 A Request for Services from WSC (Identify 
Verification) 

[0094 1 In the preferred embodiment, the public client (GA) 15 tenders a service 
request 10 for identity verification services to the WSC. The service request 10 
entails the client 15 selecting the ID criteria 20 to be used to create the 

authoritative document 70. The service request 10 further includes information 
necessary for the WSC to accept the service request 10 (total services 
requested, client's 15 contact information, customer's contact information). 
The service request 10 also contains information regarding to whom the 
authoritative document 70 is to be issued to: either the client, the customer, or a 
third party designated by the client. In the preferred embodiment, the service 
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request 10 specifies t hat the authoritative document 70 be issued as a hard-copy 
identity document. 

f00951 Upon receipt o f the service request 10. the WSC accepts client service 
request 25. Acceptanc e entails a WSC employee registering the service request 
10 in a database to manage the service reguest 10 during the videoconference 
40. Registration of inf ormation in the service reouest 10 is for the sole purpose 
of enabling the regues t for services 10. Upon completion of the service request 
10. the cli ent 15 information terminates, unless the client 15 instructs the WSC 
to retain a copy of the information in the service reouest 10. 

f00961 The WSC not ifies the individual, the customer 30. whose identity is the 
subject of said client 15 service request 10. The customer 30 is informed of the 
time and date the servic e reouest 10 is to be fulfilled, that is. the time and date of 

the videoconference 4 0. The customer is instructed what I.D. criteria input 45 is 
necessary to create 70 and issue 75 the authoritative document 70. 

f0097 1 Upon notification of the service reouest 10. the customer requiring an 
identitv-ba sed document 70 goes to an independent WSC 35. that is 
convenientl y located in proximity with their physical location. A videoconference 
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40 is established between the WSC and the client 40. The videoconference 40 
comprise s an infrastructure at each location whereby the customer can input the 
requested I.D. criteri a 45 using a computer networked with the videoconference 
40. The c ustomer ID criteria input 45. are at least one of the group of a hard- 
copy ident ity document 46. a retina scan 47. a voice print 48. a password/ code 
49. a sign ature 50. a fingerprint 51 . or a photograph 52. As the customer I.D. 
criteria input 45 occurs, the I.D. criteria input 45 is displayed on the screen or the 
monitor of the requesting governmental agency 15 to the videoconference 40. 
The I.D. criteria input 45 may be affixed to the authoritative document 70 as a 
visual repr esentation. Alternatively, the I.D. criteria input 45 may be affixed to the 
authoritative document 70 in the form of encrypted source code. 

r0098 1 The WSC verifies 55 the ID criteria input 45 with the client service 
reouest 10. If the ID criteria input 45 and the client service reguest 10 are a 
match 60. the ID card is created 70. and the ID card is issued 75 to the party 

designated in the client 15 service reguest 10. If the ID criteria input 45 and the 
client servi ce reguest 10 do not match 60. the process is terminated 65 until such 
time the customer can comply with the client service reguest 10. 

f00991 Figure 1 further discloses method of identity verification, whereby the 
authoritative document 70 is in the form of an identity card 70 for the private 
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sector 15. A private 15 service request 10 is processed in the same manner as a 
public 15 government aaencv service request 10. As such, private 15 sector use 
has been disclosed above. Bv wav of example, private 15 sector use of the 
present invention is out in to context. The client 15 is a university that tenders a 
service request 10 for a n authenticated student identification card 70. The 
student (customer) nee d not travel to the university for the creation of the 
identification card 70 but mav oo to a WSC where an authoritative document 
70 will be created 70 and issued 75 to the designated party. 

f01001 Figures 2- 2C Req uest for Services from WSC (Signature Verification) 
f010n In another embo diment of the present invention, the client 15 service 
reguest 10 is for signatur e verification 10 of a customer. In this embodiment, the 
client 15 mav be either a governmental agency or a private party, such as an 
individual or a bank. Wit h respect to figures 2-2A the two entity types are 
collectively referred to as the client 15 as depicted in figures 2-2A. 

f01021 In the preferred embodiment, a client 15 service reouest 10 for signature 
verification discloses a method whereby the signature 50 is notarized 105-1 15 
bv a notary public 101. Notarization 105-1 15 via a videoconference 40 is 
particularly useful for tran sactions that require a notary public's 101 signature 50 
as a matter of law, such as the transfer of real property. Likewise, notarization 
105-1 15 via a videoconf erence 40 is particularly useful for transactions that 
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require a notary public' s 101 signature 50 for sensitive, legal documents that 
require not arization 105-1 15. such as a will or trust. 

f01 031 In the preferr ed embodiment, a client 1 5 tenders a service request 1 0 for 
signature verification us ing a notary public 101 to the WSC. The service reouest 
10 entails the client 15 selecting the ID criteria 20 to be used to create the 
authoritative document 7 0. The service reouest 10 further includes information 
necessary for the WS C to accept the service request 10 (total services 
requested, client's 15 contact information, customer's contact information). 
The service request 1 0 also contains information regarding to whom the 
authoritative document 70 is to be issued to: either the client, the customer, or a 
third party designated b y the client 15. In the preferred embpdiment. the service 
request 10 specifies tha t the authoritative document 70 be issued a notarized, 
enforceable legal document 70. 

f0104l Upon receipt of t he service request 10. the WSC accepts the client 15 
service request 25. Ac ceptance entails a WSC employee registering the service 
reguest 10 in a database to manage the service reguest 10 during the 
videoconference 40. Registration of information in the service reouest 10 is for 
the sole purpose of en abling the reguest for services 10. Upon completion of the 
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service request 10. the client 15 information terminates, unless the client 15 
instructs the WSC to retain a copy o f the information in the service request 10. 

[01Q51 The WSC notifies the individu al, the customer 30. whose signature is the 
subject of said client 15 service reque st 10. The customer 30 is informed of the 
time and date the service request 10 is t o be fulfilled, that is. the time and date of 
the videoconference 40. The customer is instructed what I.D. criteria input 45 is 
necessary to create 70 and issue 75 the authoritative document 70 

[01061 Upon notification of the service request 10. the customer goes to an 
independent WSC 35. that is conveni ently located in proximity with their physical 
location. A videoconferen ce 40 is established between the WSC and the client 
40. The videoconferen ce 40 comprises an infrastructure at each location 
whereby the customer c an input the reouested I D. criteria 45 using a computer 
networked with the video conference 40. The customer ID criteria input 45. are at 
least one of the group of a hard-coov identity document 46. a retina scan 47. a 

voice print 48. a passwo rd/ code 49. a signature 50. a fingerprint 51 . or a 
photograph 52. As the customer I D. criteria input 45 occurs, the I.D. criteria 
input 45 is displayed on the screen or the monitor of the requesting party, the 
client 15 to the videocon ference 40. The I.D. criteria input 45 may be affixed to 
the authoritative docum ent 70 as a visual representation. Alternatively, the I D 
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criteria input 45 mav be affixed to the authoritative document 70 in the form of 
encrypted source code. 

[01071 The WSC verifi es 55 the ID criteria input 45 with the client service 
request 10. If the ID crit eria input 45 and the client service request 10 are a 
match 60, the WSC en ables the document download 90 . If the ID criteria input 
45 and the client servic e request 10 do not match 60. the process is terminated 
65 until such time the customer can comply with the client service request 10. 

f01081 With reference t o Figures 2-2A. document download 90 is from a 
electronic document rep ository maintained bv the WSC. The documents 
selected for download 9 0 are identified in the client 15 service request 10. With 
respect to Figures 2B-2C. the WSC uploads 91 a document supplied by the 
client 15. Either metho d entails the same process to obtain the customer's 
signature 50 on the do cument, and to notarize the document 105-1 15. if reouired. 

f01091 Each WSC ha s access to a host computer where the electronic 
document has been do wnloaded 90 or uploaded 91. The electronic document is 
displayed on a screen or monitor for the respective parties to see, each party 
viewing th e same electronic document during the videoconference 40. 
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f01 101 The customer signs 95 the electronic document bv inputting 95 an 
electronic signature 50 that is affixed to the electronic document. In the preferred 
embodiment, the custo mer affixes 95 a graphical, hand-written signature 50 
using a signature cap ture device. In another embodiment, the customer affixes 
95 an electronic signat ure 50 in the form of a digital certificate or source code 49. 

f01 1 11 If necessary, t he client 15 signs 95 the electronic document bv inputting 
95 an electronic signat ure 50 that is affixed to the electronic document. In the 
preferred embodiment, the client affixes 95 a graphical, hand-written signature 50 
using a signature captu re device. In another embodiment, the client affixes 95 an 
electronic signature 5 0 in the form of a digital certificate or source code 49. 

T01121 Upon affixatio n 95 of each electronic signature 50 to the single 
electronic document, t he WSC determines whether notarization is reouired 100. 
If no. the authoritative document is created 70. the authoritative document is 
issued 75 to the designated party, and the process terminates 65. 

f01 131 The notary pu blic 101 may be an employee who is physically located at 
the WSC or mav be a remote party enjoined bv the videoconference 40 bv the 
WSC. If n otarization is reouired 100. the notary public 101. signs 105 the 
electronic document bv i nputting 105 an electronic signature 50 that is affixed to 
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the electronic docume nt. In the preferred embodiment, the notary public 101 
affixes 105 a graphical, hand-written signature 50 using a signature capture 
device. In another embo diment, the notary public 101 affixes 105 an electronic 
signature 50 in the form of a digital certificate or source code 49 

f01 141 After the notary p ublic 101 sions 105 the electronic document, the notary 
public 101 affixes a not ary seal 1 10 to the electronic document. In the preferred 
embodiment of the pre sent invention, the electronic notary seal is in the form of a 
graphical representation . The graphical representation is affixed to the electronic 
document as a visual im age. Alternatively, the electronic notary seal mav be 
affixed to the document in the form of a source code. Upon affixing a notary seal 
1 10 to the electronic d ocument, a notary journal 1 15 is created and is archived 
120. 



f01 151 The signed, n otarized document culminates in the creation of the 
authoritative docume nt 70. whereby the authoritative document is created 70. 
and the authoritative do cument is issued 75 to the party designated in the client 

15 service request 10. 

f01 161 Figs 3-3E Reouest for Verification Services Via the WSC Website 
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[Q117]_ In another embodiment of the present invention, a client accesses the 
present invention by way of the Internet. In this embodiment, the client tenders a 
service request from a remote location of the -client's choice, such as the home 
or the office. In this emb odiment of the present invention, the parties to the 
transaction initiate a videoconference via a website that is a function of the 
WSC. The web-based WSC app lication has a two-fold function: it allows parties 
to conduct private tra nsactions using a videoconference broadcast via the WWW 
(webconferencel seco ndly, and it allows registered users to submit electronic 
data to the WSC for re trieval and/or dissemination to other parties 

f01 181 With respect to Fig 3D. to use the present invention from a location 
independent from a WSC. the private client 15 first must register 195 with the 
WSC at the WSC physical locatio n. The client 15 submits a reouest registration 
195. The registration reo uest 195 reguires that the client submit criteria I D. 
input 45 to the WSC. T he client I.D. criteria input 45 must contain at least one of 
the group of a hard-c opy identity document 46. a retina scan 47. a voice print 
48, a password/ code 49. a signature 50. a fingerprint 51 . or a photograph 52 

f01 191 With respect to Fig 3E. to use the present invention from a location 
independent from a WSC. a public client 15 first must register 195 with the 
WSC at the WSC phy sical location. The client 15 submits a reouest registration 
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195. The registration request 195 requ ires that the client submit criteria i n 
input 45 to the WSC. The client I.D. crit e ria input 45 must contain at least one of 
the group of a hard-co py identity document 46. a password/ code 49 , a 
signature 50, proof of executive identit y /authority, a corporation number 232. or a 
photograph 52, 

10120] With respect to figs 3-3E. anv part y desirous of utilizing the WSC website 
to enable a service request 10. must h ave a registration account 210 with the 
WSC. 

f0121l With respect to Fi ns 3D-3E. establishing the client 15 registration 
account 210 comprises th e WSC obtaining the client criteria I.D. input 45 and 
verifying 205 the client cri teria I.D. input 45 from the customer 15 and adding 170 
the client criteria I.D input 45 to the regist ration account 210. Upon registration 
210, the WSC assigns 215 an acce ss code to the registration account 210 The 
WSC issues 220 the ac cess code to the client 15. The access code allows the 
client access to the WS C website and to utilize the services therein. The WSC 
archives 22 5 the registration account 210 

T01221 The archived regi stration account 210 contains the client criteria I.D. in put 
45. The information co ntained in the archived registration account 210 is used to 
verify and authenticate a service request tendered through the WSC website 
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f0123l With respect to fig 3A. a client 15 accesses the WSC 130 website 
located on the World Wid e Web (WWW) bv wav of a local computer system. The 
client 15 provides the a ccess code 215 via the local computer system 135. The 
WSC determines whet her the access code 215 matches 60 the access code 
215 archived 225 with the WSC. If not 61. the client 15 is denied access to the 
website 61 . If ves. the client 15 is granted access to the website 62 

T01241 The client 15 tenders a ser vice reouest 10 for identity verification via the 
local computer system 14 0. The WSC accepts the client 15 reouest for services 
145. The WSC notifie s the customer of the client reouest 150. Notification 
includes providing info rmation on the type service reouest 10 tendered by the 
client 15. and the time and date of the videoconference 40 reouested by the 
client. 

f01251 The customer a ccesses the WSC website via the local computer system 
155 and provides the access code 215 via the local computer system 160. The 
WSC determines whet her the access code 215 matches 60 the access code 

215 archived 225 with the WSC. If not 61 . the customer 15 is denied access to 
the website 61 . If ves. the customer 15 is granted access to the website 62. 
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[01261 A vi deoconference 40 is established between the WSC and the client 15 
and the customer 15 . The video-confe r ence 40 comprises an infrastructure 
whereby the client 15 and the customer 15 can input the requested I.D. criteria 
45 using a local computer system 165. The customer ID criteria input 45. are at 
least one of the group of a hard-copy identity document 46. a retina scan 47. a 
voice print 48. a passwo rd/ code 49. a signature 50. a fingerprint 51 , or a 
Photograph 52. As the customer I.D. criteria input 45 occurs, the I.D. criteria 
input 45 is displayed on the screen or the monitor of the local computer system. 
The I.D. criteria input 45 mav be affixed to the authoritative document 70 as a 
visual representation. Alternatively, the I .D. criteria input 45 mav be affixed to the 
authoritative document 70 in the form of encrypted source code 

f01271 The WSC verifie s the ID criteria input 45 with the client service reouest 
10 by comparing the clien t I.D. criteria input 45 with the information in the client 
registration account 210. I f the ID criteria input 45 matches the information 
contained in the client 15 registration account 210. the authoritative document 70 
is created 70. and auth oritative document is issued 75 to the party designated in 
the client 15 service req uest 10. If the ID criteria input 45 and the information 

contained in the client 15 registration account 210 do not match 60. the process 
is terminated 65 until suc h time the customer can comply with the client service 
request 1 0. 
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f0128 1 With respect to fig 3B-3C. a client 15 accesses the WSC 130 website 
located on the World Wide Web (WWW) bv way of a local computer system. The 
client 15 provides the access code 215 via the local computer system 135. The 
WSC determines whether the access code 215 matches 60 the access code 
215 archived 225 with the WSC. If not 61. the client 15 is denied access to the 
website 61 . If ves. the client 15 is granted access to the website 62. 

T0129 1 The client 15 tenders a service reouest 10 via the local computer system 
140 for signature verification using a notary public 101. The WSC accepts the 
client 15 re guest for services 145. The WSC notifies the customer of the client 
reouest 150. Notification includes providing information on the type service 
reouest 10 tendered bv the client 15. and the time and date of the 
videoconference 40 reouested bv the client. 

f0130 1 The customer accesses the WSC website via the local computer system 
155 and provides the access code 215 via the local computer system 160. The 
WSC determines whether the access code 215 matches 60 the access code 

215 archived 225 with the WSC. If not 61 . the client 15 is denied access to the 
website 61 . If ves. the client 15 is granted access to the website 62. 
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r0131 1 A videoconference 40 is established between the WSC and the client 15 
and the customer 15 and the notary public 101. In one embodiment (fig 3A) the 
client 15 downloads 92 a document from the WSC electronic repository for 
signature 50 verification and notarization 105-115. In another embodiment (fig 
3B) the client 15 uploads 93 a document from the local computer system for 
signature 50 verification and notarization 105-115. 

r01 32 1 The videoconference 40 comprises an infrastructure whereby the client 
15 and the customer 15 can input the reouested I.D. criteria 45 using a local 
computer system 165. The customer ID criteria input 45. are at least one of the 
group of a hard-copy identity document 46. a retina scan 47. a voice print 48. a 
password/ code 49. a signature 50. a fingerprint 51 . or a photograph 52. As the 
customer I.D. criteria input 45 occurs, the I.D. criteria input 45 is displayed on the 
screen or the monitor of the local computer system. The I.D. criteria input 45 
mav be affixed to the authoritative document 70 as a visual representation. 
Alternatively, the I.D. criteria input 45 may be affixed to the authoritative 
document 70 in the form of encrypted source code. 

r01 33 1 The WSC verifies the ID criteria input 45 with the client service reouest 
10 bv comparing the client I.D. criteria input 45 with the information in the client 
registration account 210. If the ID criteria input 45 and the information contained 
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in the client 15 registration account 210 do not match 60. the process is 
terminated 65 until such time the customer can comply with the client service 
request 10. 

[0134 1 If the ID criteria input 45 matches 60 the information contained in the 
client 15 registration account 210. the service request 10 for notarization 105-1 15 
is made possible. The notary public 101. signs 105 the electronic document bv 
inputting 105 an electronic signature 50 that is affixed to the electronic document. 
In the preferred embodiment, the notary public 101 affixes 105 a graphical, hand- 
written signature 50 using a signature capture device. In another embodiment, 
the notary public 101 affixes 105 an electronic signature 50 in the form of a 
digital certificate or source code 49. 

ro 1 3 5 1 After the notary public 101 signs 105 the electronic document, the notary 
public 101 affixes a notary seal 1 10 to the electronic document. In the preferred 
embodiment of the present invention, the electronic notary seal is in the form of a 
graphical representation. The graphical representation is affixed to the electronic 
document as a visual image. Alternatively, the electronic notary seal mav be 

affixed to the document in the form of a source code. Upon affixing a notary seal 
1 1 0 to the electronic document, a notary journal 1 1 5 is created and is archived 
120. 
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T0136 1 The signed, notarized document culminates in the creation of the 
authoritative document 70. whereby the authoritative document is created 70. 
and the authoritative document is issued 75 to the party designated in the client 
15 service reguest 10. 

[0137] Therefore, the foregoing is considered as illustrative only of the principles 
of the invention. Further, since numerous modifications and changes will readily 
occur to those skilled in the art, it is not desired to limit the invention to the exact 
construction and operation shown and described, and accordingly, all suitable 
modifications and equivalents may be resorted to, falling within the scope of the 
invention. 
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